December 31, 2019
Angela Adams
Region X
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155
Seattle, WA 98101
Subject: Request for EPA’s Continued Funding Support to Develop a Comprehensive Scientific
Analysis of the Threats to the Health of Puget Sound
Our consortium of Puget Sound clean water utilities jointly believe that policy-focused monitoring,
modeling and research conducted by the region’s independent science community has been and will
be crucial in formulating effective strategies to protect Puget Sound. EPA’s National Estuary Program
(NEP) provides the flexible and responsive funding for these efforts that allows critical information to
be developed that support but are independent from regulatory programs. It is important that this work
continue and that the NEP funding is prioritized to facilitate policy-focused research, data collection,
modeling and analysis. Increased resources are needed to do the water quality monitoring and
modeling exercises necessary to address the many scientific uncertainties that hamper our ability to
plan future investments especially related to nutrient loading in Puget Sound. We greatly appreciate
the efforts and products of the science program supported by NEP funds, especially the work of the
University of Washington (UW) Puget Sound Institute (PSI). EPA’s continued funding of critical
elements of the region’s science enterprise, including PSI, will support the vital work of doing the
science to inform decisions regarding regulatory permitting, capital planning, and environmental
program development designed to protect Puget Sound. As utilities, we are committed to protecting
the waters of Puget Sound, including substantial science and monitoring within our individual
jurisdictions. The NEP funds provide the critical resources to integrate across the Sound, providing
the comprehensive ecosystem-level science required to restore and protect Puget Sound.
Background Context
Puget Sound clean water utilities believe that Puget Sound is a key water resource for our region and
that the Salish Sea is a complex natural system impacted by many factors. These include man-made
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development, urbanization, discharges, ocean conditions, climate, weather, agriculture and
aquaculture, and many other factors. Collaborative management of all of the manageable
human-induced factors impacting the Puget Sound watershed offers the best opportunity to preserve
and protect this important resource. The combination of climate change and a booming economy are
exerting pressure on this important national resource. We have the extraordinary opportunity to
prevent an incalculable ecological loss by acting now before the Sound is irreparably damaged. We
see an urgent need to collect and analyze the data that will allow us to take steps towards wise
investments with measurable benefits in the protection of Puget Sound.
Long History Protecting Water Quality in Puget Sound
For decades, the mission of Puget Sound clean water utilities has been focused on protection of water
quality and successful compliance with regulatory requirements for secondary treatment, wet weather
controls, toxics reduction, stormwater management, and beneficial use of biosolids. These water
quality protection efforts require utilities to extensively plan, fund, construct, operate, and maintain
billions of dollars in investments in their complex wastewater infrastructure. New regulatory
requirements with the potential to add significant technical, operational, and economic impacts need
to be carefully balanced with the understanding of the necessity and expected benefits. It is especially
important that uncertainties are addressed with permit structures that provide opportunities for
adaptive management over time to ensure that investments are effective, and produce tangible results.
Again, we appreciate EPA’s previous funding support towards researching the condition of Puget
Sound and look forward to EPA’s continued funding to better understand the full scope of what is
impacting Puget Sound and addressing the remaining scientific uncertainties occurring within this
valuable ecosystem.
Sincerely,

Michael P. Slevin III, P.E.
Environmental Services Director
City of Tacoma

Jane Vandenberg, P.E.
Sewer Division Manager
Pierce County Planning and Public Works

Ryan Sass
Public Works Director
City of Everett

Eric Johnston, P.E.
Interim Public Works Director
City of Bellingham

Judi Gladstone
Executive Director
Washington Association of Sewer & Water Districts

John Bowman
General Manager
Lakehaven Water & Sewer District

Ronald D. Hall
General Manager
Southwest Suburban Sewer District

Marc Montieth
General Manager
Midway Sewer District
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William A. Franz, P.E.
Director
Public Works Department
City of Lynnwood

Stella V. Vakarcs, P.E.
Senior Program Manager – Sewer Utility
Kitsap County Public Works

Jeff Clarke
General Manager
Alderwood Water & Wastewater District

Tonya Christoffersen
General Manager
Lake Stevens Sewer District

Rebecca Fox
Wastewater Treatment Plant Manager
Anacortes Public Works
City of Anacortes

Glen R. Screws
General Manager
West Sound Utility District

Jeff Langhelm, P.E.
Public Works Director
City of Gig Harbor
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