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April 10, 2020 
 
Vincent McGowan, P.E. 
Water Quality Program Manager 
Washington State Department of Ecology 
PO BOX 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504 
360-407-6405 
Vincent.McGowan@ecy.wa.gov   
 
CC: Ecology: Laura Watson – Director of Ecology, Eleanor Ott – Puget Sound Nutrients General 
Permit (PSNGP) Permit Writer, and Karen Dinicola – Facilitator for PSNGP Advisory Committee  
 
Subject: Ecology’s Puget Sound Nutrients General Permit Stakeholder Advisory Committee 
Schedule 
 
Dear Ecology, 
 
As representatives of the clean water utilities who have signed onto this letter, and members of 
Ecology’s Puget Sound Nutrients General Permit Advisory Group, we are writing with concerns about 
the State Department of Ecology’s current plans for the Nutrients General Permit Advisory Committee 
process. This letter follows up on several telephone conversations we have had with Ecology staff 
over the past two weeks addressing our concerns. We have strong reservations about continuing on 
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the current schedule given the logistical difficulties imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic and propose 
an alternative schedule. 
 
The novel coronavirus crisis has disrupted every aspect of life here in Washington, across the country, 
and around the world. Many people are out of work or working from home. Meetings are being held 
by telephone or videoconferencing. Public agencies and their key staff are scrambling to provide 
essential services despite shortages of staff due to illness and difficult working conditions. 
 
Furthermore, our understanding of the intent of the Advisory Group process is for Ecology and the 
stakeholders to have a thorough and open exchange of information so as to produce a General Permit 
with the greatest chance of having a positive impact on Puget Sound while being realistic for treatment 
plant operations. All of us have experience with phone meetings and videoconferences. They have 
their place, but for this type of exchange and collaborative meeting, they are clearly unworkable.  
 
For these reasons, we do not think that the date or the format are conducive to making progress. 
 
We also believe that “working from home” will impact the ability of Ecology staff to prepare meeting 
materials, for Committee members to review them before each meeting, and for Ecology staff to 
respond to our input and prepare for the next meeting. It is important that Ecology recognize the 
significant time and emotional stress faced by utilities that must continue to provide vital community 
services—drinking water, sanitary sewers, solid waste—at this time, and how this impacts staff’s ability 
to participate in the workshops with the level of effort needed to make the process a success..  
 
In addition, pushing forward with the process at this time appears contrary to Governor Inslee’s “Stay 
Home, Stay Healthy” order. Further, the Governor’s Proclamation 20-28, relating to the Open Public 
Meetings Act and Public Records Act, and the accompanying March 26, 2020 Guidance from the 
Office of Attorney General are clearly intended to minimize public meetings on matters that are not 
absolutely necessary and routine during the emergency.  
 
Compressing the meeting schedule into a May-July window is also not a viable option. These meetings 
cannot be carried out in a shorter window and still have the desired results. Ecology’s March plan 
called for four meetings in four months. The explanation at that time was that it would provide time for 
Ecology staff to prepare materials, for participants to review that information in advance of each 
meeting and allow time for Ecology to digest the input prior to the next meeting. Those actions cannot 
take place adequately in a compressed schedule. 
 
For the reasons stated above, we request that Ecology maintain the original plan to have four meetings 
in four months. However, the start of those meetings should be delayed until at least two months 
following the lifting of both the Governor’s Stay Home, Stay Healthy order and Proclamation 20-28. 
Past experience with emergency response shows that public agencies require time to get back to 
regular operations. This will be especially true of a return to offices following the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The health of Puget Sound is of major importance to us all: that is the business we are all in. Today’s 
public health crisis is postponing and delaying processes and events throughout our country. Problems 
in Puget Sound have taken more than a century to develop, and all of us hope that the solutions we 
develop in a collaborative process with stakeholders will be effective for many generations to come. 
Rushing the process to find answers will not benefit the ecosystem. 
 
Thank you for convening the Nutrients General Permit Advisory Committee. We urge you to respect 
the process you designed for this important permit and schedule two months  after both the Governor’s 
Stay Home, Stay Healthy order and Proclamation 20-28 are no longer in effect the four meetings in 
four months. We look forward to hearing your thoughts on this request. 
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Given the circumstances, we do not believe that the current meeting schedule for the Advisory 
Committee is realistic or advisable.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Ecology Nutrients General Permit Stakeholder Committee Signatures: 
 
 
 
Daniel Thompson, Ph.D.  
Environmental Services Division Manager, 
Business Operations  
City of Tacoma 

 
 
 
Patrick Kongslie, MS-ITAM, CMRP 
Sewer Maintenance & Operations Manager 
Pierce County Planning and Public Works 

 

 
 
 
Judi Gladstone 
Executive Director 
Washington Association of Sewer & Water 
Districts 

 
Organization Signatures: 

 
 
 
Michael P.  Slevin III, P.E. 
Environmental Services Director  
City of Tacoma 

 
 
 
Jane Vandenberg, P.E. 
Sewer Division Manager 
Pierce County Planning and Public Works 

 
 
 
 
Ryan Sass 
Public Works Director 
City of Everett 

 
 
 
 
Judi Gladstone 
Executive Director 
Washington Association of Sewer & Water 
Districts 

 
 
 
John Bowman 
General Manager 
Lakehaven Water & Sewer District 

 
 
 
Tom Knuckey, P.E. 
Director of Public Works and Utilities 
City of Bremerton 

 
 
 
 
Ronald D. Hall 
General Manager 
Southwest Suburban Sewer District 

 
 
 
 
Marc Montieth 
General Manager 
Midway Sewer District 
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William A. Franz, P.E. 
Director, Public Works Department 
City of Lynnwood 

 
 
 
Stella V. Vakarcs, P.E. 
Sewer Utility Division Manager 
Kitsap County Public Works 

 
 
 
 
Dave Barnes 
Interim General Manager 
Alderwood Water & Sewer District 

 
 
 
Rebecca Fox 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Manager 
Anacortes Public Works 
City of Anacortes 

 
 
 
 
Glen R. Screws 
General Manager 
West Sound Utility District  

 
 
 
 
Jim Voetberg 
General Manager 
Mukilteo Water and Wastewater District 

 
  
 
 
Jeff Langhelm, P.E. 
Public Works Director 
City of Gig Harbor 

 
 
 
 
Dan Eisses 
General Manager 
Birch Bay Water & Sewer District 

 
 
 
 
Russell Blount 
Public Works Director 
City of Fife 

 

 


